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the result of the efforts of Drs. N. L. Hoerr, A. Osol, S. W. Chase, Carl F.
Francis, and the co-operation of eighty-eight contributors.
A special effort has been made to include some of the newer terms from
the vocabularies of thoracic surgeons, psychiatrists, and tumor investigators.
Oncologic terms have been increased by at least two hundred. In micro-
biology, the names of genera have been modernized to agree with the latest
terminology. Pharmacologists will welcome this edition, especially since it
includes and defines the numerous drugs described in The Pharmacopeia of
the U.S.A. (U.S. Pharmacopeia) Fifteenth Revision (1955), and in the
New and Non-official Remedies (1955).
Anatomists will find the present edition particularly helpful because it
contains the BNA (Basal Nomina Anatomica) terms with modifications
and those BR (British Revision) terms that differ significantly from them.
Also included are parts of the old terminology (OT) and the recent modi-
fications suggested by the International Nomenclature Commission. From
this reviewer's appraisal, it appears that the second edition is much more
extensive than the so-called "first" edition (a revision of Gould's Medical
Dictionary, 5th ed., 1941). The definitions are accurate, and in many in-
stances several definitions are provided where necessary. The 1956 edition
includes the new terms and usages which evolved with the myriad medical
advances during the first half of the twentieth century.
Included are 45 illustrative plates, several of which are in color. The
illustrations are well done and correctly labeled. They will be useful to the
student of human biology and the practitioner alike.
The appendix consists of 116 pages of tables of information ranging from
anatomy (arteries, bones, joints and ligaments, muscles, nerves, and veins),
blood constituents, chemical elements, enzymes, hormones, and isotopes to
prescription writing, vitamins, and weights and measures.
This dictionary is a useful one; the print is clear, and the paper is of
excellent quality. The excellence of the first edition is richly enhanced, and
this reviewer is confident that the present edition will be useful to students,
medical practitioners, writers, and secretaries. Furthermore, it is the most
recent dictionary, and its large number of words, illustrations, and tables
will appeal to those who may wish to purchase a medical dictionary for the
first time or those who may wish the latest edition of a medical dictionary.
JOSEPH T. VELARDO
THE HISTORICAL BACKGROUND OF CHEMISTRY. By Henry M. Leicester.
New York, John Wiley and Sons, Inc., 1956. vi, 260 pp. $6.00.
In this slim volume, Professor Leicester has set himself the Herculean task
of presenting the history of chemistry from prehistoric times to the present.
While it is inevitable that such a survey will necessarily skimp in some
places or ignore whole areas, Professor Leicester's work stands up, on the
whole, as a literate and accurate account of man's pursuit of knowledge of
the intimate processes of nature.
There are two main dangers which the author of any survey must face;
description tends to take the place of analysis and, in an attempt to mete
556BOOK REVIEWS
out the proper measure of historical fame to all participants, the narrative
may turn into a simple catalogue of names and dates. Both of these ele-
ments exist in The Historical Background of Chemistry. As Professor
Leicester approaches the modern scene, he has space only to march his
characters rapidly across the stage and off into the wings. Theory and
theorists come in a somewhat bewildering sequence. The work is saved by
the fact that Professor Leicester does stop and linger over crucial steps so
that while discussions of details may be superficial, the total perspective
remains clear and the main lines of chemical development are lucidly
developed.
Professor Leicester's ability in threading through the maze of the history
of nineteenth and twentieth century chemistry serves to underline his rela-
tive weakness in ancient science. Here he has relied upon the somewhat
unreliable Abel Rey and J. Burnet and tends to go astray. In spite of the
recent work of 0. Neugebauer, for example, he repeats the old legend of
Babylonian astrology and Eastern mysticism.
One final and pedantic note should be added. Professor Leicester gives
his references as a chemist, citing only author and the journal in which
articles have appeared but the titles of these articles no where are cited.
This, and the fact that there is no bibliography, makes it difficult to use this
book for bibliographical purposes. Since Professor Leicester is fully aware
of the most recent literature in the history of chemistry and since he also
refers constantly to the original papers of the chemists he mentions, he
might have been less reticent and passed this information on in full to the
reader.
The Historical Background of Chemistry is a valuable and useful study.
It should serve equally well as a guide to the chemist and to the historian.
L. PEARCE WILLIAMS
BIOCHEMICAL INDIVIDUALITY. The Basis for the Genetotrophic Concept.
By Roger J. Williams. New York, John Wiley and Sons, Inc. xiii, 214 pp.
$5.75.
One of man's most important and impressive characteristics is his individu-
ality. The fact that such individuality is characteristic of all organisms has
long been recognized by biologists and constitutes the basis of current
evolutionary theory. Implicit in such a concept is the acknowledgement of
variance. In an attempt to emphasize the significance and meaning of normal
variance, Dr. Williams has written in a clear and lucid style an interesting
and thought-provoking little book. Not only can it be recommended to those
in the field of medicine and psychiatry, but also to students in all phases of
biological science, particularly to those in applied biology. Its implications,
however, extend over a much wider range which includes anthropology,
psychology, child development, education, and even religion, law, and
politics.
The book is primarily devoted to presenting evidence that inter-individual
variability does indeed exist on many levels, that these normal variations
fall within an exceedingly wide range, and that this variability has a genetic
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